Why We Fly

Jumping right in

Putting the technology to work By Mike Collins

ow do vou approach the idea of leaming to
fy if you've already achieved success in a
variety of other disciplines?

Well, if vou're Peter Coad, you jump rght in and
devole vourself exclusively to the rask. Coad, an
emtreprencur from San Jose, California- he and his
family just moved there from Sugar Lund, Texas—
bought a brand-new, glass-cockpit Cirrus SR22-G2 and
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started fiving. In his first year he logged 302.1 hours of
flight time, including 173 training hours, and earned his
private pilot certificate and instroment rating.

“Some people in life do g good jub of doing many
activitics and switching between them,” Coad said. =1
tend to focus on one at a time-—software engineer; busi-
ness developer, author, pilot. The time to focus has
made a difference for me.”

He was exposed to geperal aviation during his child-
hood. “My first flving I can remember is over the
Mojave Desert in California, My parents had some
fricnds who owned a four-seat Cessna single-engine air-
plane,” recalled Coad. ~1 thought it was a lot of fun.”

But Coad didn’t take hesons. Instead. he eamed clee-
trical engineering and computer science degrees. Asa
Hughes Adrcralt contractor from 1934 (o 19597, e worked
on advanced air traffic control automation for the FAA.
Coad got to know several retired controllers and was
impressed by the responsibilities they shouldered.

MNext, Coad wrote some books, then founded a soft-
ware company, He accumulated more than 3 million
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airline miles. “Omne year, every single week | was travel-
ing.” he said. Bur Coad liked the view from the flisht
levels, “It was quiet. There were no phones, no e-mails.”

He sold the business m Linuary 2003, and then ook
Cireek, New Testament, and philosophy courses, =1
thought, Gee, f afwans waared to (v, [ love near an air-
port—here’s my oppornin” Later that year he wok
several lessons in 4 Cessna 172, 1 hated 11" Coad
recalled, He didn’t like the older airplane, which had
such troils as a worn flag lever that didn't lock into
place. °1 really felt disappointed—the cockpit Inoked
like what I remembered from back in the 1960

Mot a person who wanled to flv in anvihing just foe
the =ake of fiving. Coad stopped training. “If itz not
maoare engaging than this, and if it doesn’t offer more
safety than what 1 see in the rentul Meet, it docsn't move
me,” he saud. "l almost gave up on the whole idea.”

Imen he discovered Cirrus and 100k a demo flight,
“If it wasn't for the Cirrus I wouldn't be flying,” he said.
Bevause the domain Lonestar Churter was available
online, Coad picked the name for the company that
owns his aircraft, and he took delivery of the SR22-G2
i Apnl 2004, He jumped back into traming with some
cross-couniry fving. “lwanted 1o see the big picture
before starting to work on the details.”

As this & written, Coad was rapidly approaching &0
flight hours. Consulting requires that he travel about a
week each month, “'m probably safer because of the
added emphasis that I put on flying than | am driving
my gar.” Coad noted. “Salety’s a big deal for me.” Coad
i5 & srrong believer in recurrent training and, although
it's ot required for the tpe of Qyving e currently Jocs,
he works with his flight instrucior—1uke 1 ysen. presi-
dent of Kirkland. Washington-based The Flight
Academy, which specialices in Cirrus instruction—iwo
or three dawvs cach quarner on additional satery-related
training.

In the future, Lonestar Charter could become a true
churter provider. Coad has ordered a twin-engine Adam
A for July 2006 delrery, and hel add his commencial
certificate and multiengine rating then. He few an hour
in the Adam AT twinjel—yery stmilar (o the piston-
engine ASK—and might move up o that at some point.

For now, Coad's emphasis is 1o gain fving experience,
with the Cirmus and then the ASO0. 7T don't like plaving
with the rechnology, 1like puring it to work on something
useful. What a great time to be alive and Qying.” e
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